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Paul C. Thistle, former Curator of The Sam 
Waller Museum in The Pas; former docent, 
cataloguer, and term Assistant Curator of 
Ethnology at the former Manitoba Museum 
of Man & Nature now has made his history 
of early Cree relations with fur trading 
companies in The Pas and Cumberland 
House region freely available online under 
a Creative Commons license.

This national, provincial, and academic 
award-winning book, Indian-European 
Trade Relations in the Lower 
Saskatchewan River Region to 1840, has 
been out of print.

This study examines the development of 
fur trade relations between the European 
traders working for the Hudson’s Bay 
Company and the Western Woods Cree 
of the lower Saskatchewan River region 
centred on Cumberland House and The 
Pas. Beginning with the initial contact in 
the mid-1600s, the study ends in 1840 
when the arrival of missionary Henry Budd 
brought the exclusive fur trade contact 
period to a close. 

Drawing on the records held in the 
Hudson’s Bay Company Archives, and 
the few available anthropological studies 
on the Western Woods Cree, author 
Paul C. Thistle refutes the widespread 
interpretation by many historians that 
Europeans rapidly dominated the early 
fur trade with First Nations peoples in the 
region. 

The Canadian Historical Association 
awarded this book its 1988 Regional 

History Prize, citing it as follows:
Paul Thistle's careful analysis of the 
Lower Saskatchewan River Region 
is an exemplary ethnohistorical study 
which reflects a deep understanding 
of both the peoples and geography of 
the region. It is a persuasively argued 
regional fur trade study that should 
serve as a model for others.

The Manitoba Historical Society's 
1987 Margaret McWilliams Medal for 
Scholarly Book citation stated that this 
book “demonstrated a mastery of the 
literature to show that the Cree were able 

to maintain their culture and used the fur 
trade to promote their own self-interest.”

The thesis that served as the basis for 
this study also was awarded the 1983 
University of Manitoba Interdisciplinary 
Approach to History Award.

This website provides the complete text 
and illustrations of this title as well as 
open access to Paul Thistle's other related 
publications on the fur trade relations in 
the Lower Saskatchewan River region. 

Indian-European Trade Relations in 
the Lower Saskatchewan River Region 
to 1840. Manitoba Studies in Native 
History II by Paul C. Thistle is licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivs 3.0 Unported 
License.

University, school, public libraries, 
museums, other organizations, instructors, 
and individuals are welcome to make 

the publication and 
Creative Commons 
license links available 
through catalogue 
functions, e-book loans, 
course web sites, and/
or on-line as well as by 
e-mail or social media.

Contact the author Paul 
C. Thistle at 
paul_thistle@
hotmail.com or call 
519-814-1504. 

Resource Book Available Online for Free Resource Library
The AMM has many books in its lending 
ibrary that address all kinds of museum-
related issues, questions and concerns. 
Here are a few of them.

Legaleasy is a guide on how to legally 
collect things for art galleries and 
museums in Canada.

It’s important that everyone working with 
your collection, whether documenting an 
artifact’s condition or accessioning it into 
the collection, uses the same descriptive 
terms. Nomenclature for Museum 
Cataloguing is the standard by which 
museums catalogue their artifacts. Using 
a standard nomenclature helps to ensure 
that everyone is using the same terms to 
describe the same artifacts.

Other Peoples’ Heritage a Cross-Cultural 
Approach to Museum Interpretation 
was written by Leo Pettipas in 1994. It’s 
a book that’s been used in university 
curriculum and it’s available in our library. 
As it says in the forward, “The basic 
purpose of this book is to provide its 
readers with guidance, recommendations, 
and suggestions concerning the 
communication of Aboriginal history based 
on museum-held artifacts.”

The Forms Book has a collection of forms 
used from around North America. If you’re 
looking to create a form for anything 
coming into, going out of, or going on in 
your museum this book has a form that 
you can use as a template.

Speaking of forms, the AMM and the 
Association for Manitoba Archives worked 
with David Carrick of Aikens, MacAulay 
& Thorvaldson LLP to create a privacy 
kit that will help museums and archives 
become P.I.P.E.D.A compliant.

The CD contains template documents for:
• Application to Conduct Research 

and Related Research Agreement
• Deed of Gift
• Personal Information Protection  

  Agreement
• Photographs Policy
• Privacy Policy
• Privacy Protection Pledge

The CD also includes Completion 
Instructions and the Privacy Project 
Documentation License Agreement. All 
templates are in Microsoft Word© format 
and are designed so you can customize 
them for your institution. This CD is 
available to Members for $35 or $45 plus 
shipping for non-Members.

To see a complete list of the books, and 
VHS tapes, in our library visit our website 
at http://www.museumsmanitoba.com/en/
amm-library. 
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