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Classification 

Catégorie 03: personal artifacts;:;03 : objets personnels 
Category 

Sous-Catégorie C020: adornment;:;C020 : parure 
Sub-Category 

Nom de la collection National collection;:;Collection nationale 
Museum Collection 

Département History;:;Histoire 
Department 

 
Numéros/Numbers 

Numéro de catalogue 2014.72.1 
Catalogue Number 
 
Numéro d'accession 2014.72 
Accession Number 
 
OtherNumbers Lot Number;:;Numéro du sort 160 
Autres numéros 

ID de l'objet/Object ID 

Nom d'affichage pendant;:;pendentif 
Object Display Name 
 
Nom de l'objet pendant;:;pendentif 
Object Name 

Quantité 1 
Quantity 

Dates 

Date de production 1797-1821;:;1797-1821 
Date Made 

Remarques (Wendy Tilley, Documentalist, 2015/05/05) (from file) The Hudson's Bay Company  
Remarks grudgingly introduced decorative metal goods into its trade in the 1790s to meet mounting  

 competition from the North West Company. The HBC promptly removed these items from its  

 stock after the merger of the two companies in 1821. 

Affiliations 
 

Dimensions/Measurements 

 Longueur/Length Largeur/Width Épaisseur/Thickness 

 10.0 7.4 0.4 

Unité/Unit cm;:;cm 
 

Description 

Matériaux brass;:;laiton 

Materials lead;:;plomb 

Couleur brass;:;laiton 
Colour 

Description de l'objet Authentic oval-shaped brass gild pendant featuring the conjoined initials "HB" (Hudson's  
Object Description Bay) and the outline of a beaver facing left. Other features include a suspension loop at the  

 top and the stamped marker's mark "CA", possibly for Montreal silversmith Charles Arnoldi.  

 These gifts were given to Chiefs. 

Inscription (obverse/avers) HB/CA 
 
Artiste/Artisan/Fabricant 

Artist/Maker/Manufacturer Arnoldi, Charles;:;Arnoldi, Charles 
 
Collectioneur  
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Collector Foran , PhD, Dr. Timothy P - Canadian Museum of History;:;Foran , Ph.D., M. Timothy P -  
 Musée canadien de l’ histoire 
 
 Remarques (Wendy Tilley, Documentalist, 2015/05/05, attribution from Tim Foran, Curator, British North  
 Remarks 

 America and Forrest Pass, Historian, 2015/02/26) Decorative metal goods, particularly silver  
 goods played a critical function in the British North American fur trade:  
 European/Euro-Canadian traders presented them as gifts and tokens of friendship to forge  
 and consolidate trade alliances with Aboriginal hunters, trappers, and middlemen. Although  
 initially opposed to this kind of gift-giving, the Hudson's Bay Company grudgingly introduced  
 decorative metal goods into its trade in the 1790s to meet mounting competition from the  
 North West Company. The HBC promptly removed these items from its stocks after the  
 merger of the two companies in 1821. All items come from the collection of the late Robert  
 Deveaux Woodruff Band (1927-2013), a well known collector of military, fur-trade, and First  
 Nations artefacts and manuscripts. For a brief biography of Band, written by his friend and  
 fellow collector Warren Baker, see the "Source Narrative" section below and Jeffrey Hoare  
 Auctions Inc.: Numismatic & Military Sale, no. 115 (September 20 and 21, 2014), p. 4 (a PDF  
 accompanies this form). Robert Deveaux Woodruff Band, always known as Bob was born in  
 Toronto where he spent the first five years of his life. The family moved to St. Catharine's in  
 1932, but returned to Toronto when Bob was fifteen, and he spent the rest of his life in that  
 city. He graduated from the University of Toronto in 1953 with a degree in civil engineering,  
 and shortly after obtained his lifelong employment with the former Borough of North York.  
 For over four decades Bob dedicated himself to designing and engineering the infrastructure  
 for this rapidly growing urban population. Bob's collections provided his second full time job,  
 and he certainly devoted as much time to his avocation as he did to his engineering career.  
 As long as I knew Bob, he preferred to work on his collections at home, which also included  
 the building of model ships, and other bits of woodworking. On holidays Bob spent time at  
 the homes of his late brother and sister's children accompanied by their spouses, and fifteen  
 great, and great-great nephews and nieces. As can be imagined, and quite to the fascination  
 of this large family, he inevitably brought along an artefact or two from his collection, and told  
 the story of its acquisition, its relationship to the event with which it was associated,  
 accompanied by a history lesson not duplicated in classes today. I can tell you that the tale  
 of the acquisition of an object, frequently from an old-time collector or family in Toronto with  
 roots to the War of 1812, was as exciting as the artefact itself. The Bob Band collection  
 offered here represent the passion of a collector of over sixty years. Actually, his memory  
 dated his collecting development to about the age of five, and if those youthful years are  
 considered his collecting history can be extended to over seventy-five years! This collecting  
 enthusiasm was no doubt generated early on through his father (Percy Carruthers Band),  
 and his mother Margaret Julie Band (nee Woodruff) who were lifelong collectors. His father  
 collected old toys from the 18th and early 19th century, and historical art - the one interest  
 shared by both father and son. Percy was also a well-known philatelist, collecting letters for  
 their philatelic association. His mother was an ardent and well respected collector of 18th  
 and 19th century English porcelain and fine china. Bob, however, took another course with  
 his collecting, and saw old letters and documents as representations of history, frequently  
 providing insight into events not previously recorded by historians. His gun collections had  
 never been an interest of his father, and Bob's Indian trade guns are second only to the  
 collection held by the Museum of the Fur Trade in Chadron, Nebraska. Bob was a  
 Canadianist of the first order. His collections were any and varied, but all emphasized a  
 passion for Canadian History. Though enthusiastic about those who had achieved  
 prominence in such varied careers in the military, as artists, or in mercantile pursuits such as  
 the fur trade, he never neglected objects associated with the average man, and delighted in  
 letters and documents which presented unedited opinions of political, financial, and everyday  
 life, not frequently seen in the epistles of men who understood their own importance. Proof  
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 of this is contained in the very last of his letters to me, written in September 2012: "The  
 package just arrived and I have read the letter. It is great and confirms my opinion that  
 personal letters are far more interesting than most official reports. It also proves that having  
 a conscience and acting on it is bound to be rewarded. "My correspondence with Bob Band,  
 which commenced in 1972, is far and away the most extensive of any I've had in the last fifty  
 years. His hand-written letters certainly must number 200, and the number of pages would  
 

 average 5 per letter. It's a veritable history of Bob's acquisitions, his notions on collecting,  

 and on the collectors and dealers in those areas. Bob's collection of military and Indian  
 material, fur-trade manuscripts, and books relating to the travellers in Canada of the 17th to  
 19th centuries were some of his main interests. Nevertheless, he not infrequently phoned to  
 talk of some new acquisition, considered by most to be devoid of interest, and was tickled to  
 assure me that he was probably "the only one in the world who would give a damn about it".  
 These associative objects, though minor, frequently gave context to some of the major items  
 in his collection, and were generally dismissed as insignificant by most collectors. 
Associations 
Références pour le  

catalogue References: Marius Barbeau, “ Old Canadian Silver” , Canadian Geographical Journal, 22 no.  
Catalogue References 3 (March 1941), pp. 150-162; D.V. Burley, J.S. Hamilton, and K.R. Fladmark, Prophecy of  
 the Swan: The Upper Peace River Fur Trade of 1794-1823 (Vancouver: UBC Press, 1996);  
 HBC Heritage website, trade silver  
 (http://www.hbcheritage.ca/hbcheritage/history/business/fur/trade-silver) 
Origine/Origin 

Continent d'origine 

Origin Continent North America;:;Amérique du Nord 
Pays d'origine 

Origin Country Canada;:;Canada 
Province/Territoire 

d'origine Quebec;:;Québec 

Origin Provnce/Territory 

Canton et District d'origine 

Origin Township/District no entry;:;pas d'entrée 
Municipalité d'origine 

Origin Municipality Montréal;:;Montréal 
 
Utilisation/Use 

Continent d'utilisation North America;:;Amérique du Nord 
Use Continent 

Pays d'utilisation 

Use Country Canada;:;Canada 
Province/Territoire  

d'utilisation no entry;:;pas d'entrée 

Use Province/Territory 

Canton et District  

d'utilisation no entry;:;pas d'entrée 
Use Township/District 

Municipalité d'utilisation 

Use Municipality no entry;:;pas d'entrée 
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